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E S R I - M U G  S P R I N G  M E E T I N G  S E T  

The Esri-MUG spring meeting 

is planned for Wednesday 

May 21, 2014 from 9:00 am 

to 12:00 noon at the Mi-

crosoft Center in Malvern, PA.  

Check in will begin at 8:30 

am. 

 

Esri will moderate a panel 

discussion on implementing 

and utilizing ArcGIS Online 

with local representatives and 

will also conduct a presenta-

tion on ArcGIS Professional 

 

User presentations will in-

clude Jay Boyd, GISP, present-

ing ―Using GeoEvent Proces-

sor to Assist with Campus 

Security‖ and Ghermay Araya, 

Robert Pitts and Germiane 

Thomas will present ―Data 

Integration and Sharing Chal-

lenges Between FEMA and 

Census and Between DCOZ 

and DCGIS‖. 

 

Sign up now — you don’t want 

to miss these presentations!  

Reserve your spot today using 

the link below.  
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Spring Meeting to be held May 

21, 2014 at the Microsoft 

Center in Malvern, PA 

Esri International Users’ Con-

ference Esri-MUG Meeting to 

be held July 15, 2014 at 5:30 

PM (Location TBD) 

Fall Meeting to be held Sep-

tember 2014 (Date, Time and 

Location TBD) 

Esri-MUG 2014 Annual Confer-

ence to be held December 

2014 (Dates and Location to 

TBD) 

 

. 

GIS HUMOR 

 

What did the map-

maker send his 

sweetheart for Val-

entine’s Day? 

 

A dozen compass 

roses! 

 

 

The Mid-Atlantic region may 

not be as big geographically 

as some of the other Esri 

user group areas, but we 

have a lot of GIS activity for 

our size.  The Mid-Atlantic 

region is composed of quite 

a few distinctive geogra-

phies, each with its own 

character and needs.  The 

region consists of some very 

rural areas to densely popu-

lated urban areas, with most 

actively using GIS as a tool to 

analyze and solve problems. 

 

The MUG has held most of its 

meetings in the Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, and Washington 

areas.  Many of you may find 

it difficult to travel to these 

meetings, and sometimes 

you need to focus your GIS 

education on local issues 

and network with others in 

your area.  I've been to many 

regional or industry-focused 

GIS meetings and confer-

ences throughout our area, 

and I know how vital these 

meetings can be.  You can 

find information on some of 

these conferences in this 

newsletter. 

 

The MUG Board is looking for 

opportunities to coordinate 

and collaborate with regional 

GIS groups and conferences 

in the Mid-Atlantic area.  

We'd like to discuss partner-

ing and ways we might help 

each other with outreach and 

other efforts.  If you are inter-

ested in learning more, con-

tact me or one of the other 

Board members.  Or, post a 

message in the Esri-MUG 

group on LinkedIn. 

E S R I - M U G  N E W S L E T T E R  

Chris Markel, GISP 

Esri-MUG President 2014 

REGISTER TODAY! 

http://events.esri.com/info/index.cfm?fuseaction=showSeminar&shownumber=18160 

http://events.esri.com/info/index.cfm?fuseaction=showSeminar&shownumber=18160
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-day workshop) focused on 

how to create a GIS strate-

gy by leveraging the princi-

ples of enterprise architec-

ture to align GIS with busi-

ness priorities.  The work-

shop also showed how to 

configure ArcGIS Online 

and present best practices 

for creating a collaborative 

gateway to GIS.  

 

The second half day work-

shop — Building Web Ap-

plications Using ArcGIS 

API for JavaScript — was a 

hands-on seminar to intro-

duce attendees to ArcGIS 

API for JavaScript and ex-

plain how to efficiently 

create high-performing 

web mapping applications. 

Attendees learned about 

the different components 

in the API; how to write 

code for a JavaScript-

based application; and 

how to incorporate ArcGIS 

The Esri-MUG Conference 

offered three (3) pre-

conference workshops on 

Monday, December 9, 

2013, designed to provide 

intensive instruction in a 

small group setting.  Two 

(2) half-day sessions and 

one (1) full day session 

were offered and run by 

Esri professionals.   

 

The ArcGIS Platform—

Patterns in Practice (a half
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Online resources and GIS 

services to allow users to 

visualize, query, and edit 

geographic data.  

 

Esri Technical Certifica-

tion: Skills Review for the 

ArcGIS Desktop Associate, 

instructed attendees how 

to review, apply, and ex-

tend their ArcGIS skills in 

the areas of GIS data 

management, editing, vis-

ualization, and analysis.  

The Esri-MUG 2013 Annu-

al Conference was held 

December 9-11, 2013 at 

the Hyatt Regency Balti-

more in Baltimore, Mary-

land.  By all accounts it 

was another very success-

ful conference.  We had a 

total of 295 registered 

attendees and fourteen  

exhibiting organizations.   

 

Many thanks to the Esri 

Philadelphia staff for or-

ganizing the conference; 

Esri speakers; our plenary 

speaker Chris Capelli of 

Esri; all of our other pre-

senters; our Platinum 

Sponsor Cityworks and our 

Gold sponsors Blue Ras-

ter, Cyclomedia, Delasoft, 

and Hewlett-Packard; all of 

our exhibitors; the Esri 

staff; Casey Horst who 

organized the Pub Crawl; 

the Hyatt Regency Balti-

more; and the Esri-MUG 

Board of Directors for all 

their hard work that made 

this another successful 

conference! 

The Esri-MUG Annual Con-

ference officially kicked off 

on Tuesday, December 

10, 2013 at its Plenary 

Session with Plenary 

Speaker Chris Capelli of 

Esri. 

 

Cappelli is the corporate 

Director of Sales at Esri 

and is responsible for 

global sales and business 

development. He is a ge-

ographer with a strong 

passion for computers 

and information technolo-

gies. He takes great pride 

in working with people to 

define, build, and deploy 

practical and sound busi-

ness solutions applying 

geographic science and 

GIS technologies. He has 

worked at Esri for more 

than two decades and 

possesses a deep tech-

nical knowledge of the 

ArcGIS platform.   
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tion, and Social Sciences. 

 

Presenters at these ses-

sions were from all across 

the Esri-MUG area and 

represented a cross sec-

tion of the GIS community 

with local, County, State, 

and Federal government 

agencies presenting as 

well as consultants, soft-

ware and hardware devel-

opers, and education insti-

tutions. 

 

Esri hosted several infor-

mational sessions on 

ArcGIS GeoEvent Proces-

sor, Workflows for 3D Vis-

ualizations and Analysis, 

Portal for ArcGIS, ArcGIS 

Online, and the Operations 

Dashboard and Collector 

for ArcGIS. 

 

During lunch on Wednes-

day, a State of the States 

Panel was hosted featur-

ing representatives from 

Maryland, Virginia, Penn-

sylvania, and the District 

of Columbia discussing 

how their States and 

agencies are using GIS 

and the GIS trends they’re 

seeing. 

 

On Wednesday, Esri host-

After Chris Capelli of Esri 

officially kicked of the Con-

ference at the  Plenary 

Session, a series of con-

ference sessions were 

held on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 10 and Wednesday, 

December 11 for the at-

tendees.  These sessions , 

an hour and 15 minutes 

each, covered a variety of 

topics including Govern-

ment, Mobile GIS, Trans-

portation, Environment 

and Habitat, IT and Devel-

opment, Utilities, Public 

Safety, Education, Cloud/

Mobile Technology, Histor-

ic and Cultural Preserva-

ed a Collaboration Center  

where attendees could 

engage with Esri staff one-

on-one to explore the lat-

est in GIS technology or 

consult with Esri technical 

experts on individual top-

ics. 

 

On Tuesday afternoon and 

Wednesday, the Esri 

Hands On Learning Lab 

was available to at-

tendees , offering self 

paced training sessions  

on 15 individual areas and 

on-site Esri instructors to 

answer questions regard-

ing the training sessions. 

S P O N S O R S  A N D  E X H I B I T O R S  

 Hewlett-Packard 

 JMT Technology Group 

 Latitude Geographics 

Group, Ltd. 

 Pictometry 

 ROK Technologies. 

 

We would also like to 

thank the following spon-

sors, without whom the 

2013 Conference would 

not have been possible! 

 

Platinum Sponsor(s): 

CityWorks 

Gold Sponsor(s): 

Blue Raster 

Cyclomedia 

Delasoft,, Inc. 

Hewlett -Packard 

The Esri-MUG Board of 

Directors would like to 

thank the following Exhibi-

tors  who were on hand to 

showcase their latest 

products and services for 

the GIS community. 

 

 Altus Positioning Sys-

tems 

 Blue Raster 

 Canon, USA, Inc. 

 Cityworks 

 Cyclomedia 

 Delasoft, Inc. 

 Duncan-Parnell, Inc. 

 EA Engineering, Science, 

and Technology, Inc. 

 Energov/Tyler Technolo-

gies 

2 0 1 4  M U G  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

Find the conference proceedings here:  http://proceedings.esri.com/library/userconf/muc13/index.html 

Voting for the Esri-MUG 

Board of Directors was 

held during the 2013 An-

nual Conference in Balti-

more, Maryland, Decem-

ber 9,-11, 2013.  Outgoing 

MUG President Kenneth 

Juengling, GISP, MBA 

(GeoNorth, LLC) an-

nounced the results at the 

conclusion of the confer-

ence. 

 

Elected to the 2014 Board 

of Directors were: 

 

President: 

Chris Markel, GISP 

Washington Suburban 

Sanitary Commission Con-

sultant 

Vice-President: 

Tom Schwietzer, PE, GISP, 

CFM 

Atkins Global 

Secretary: 

Sue Hoegberg, CFM 

Dewberry 

Treasurer: 

Mario Field  

City of Washington, DC 

http://proceedings.esri.com/library/userconf/muc13/index.html
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who achieve a passing 

score are deemed quali-

fied in the respective do-

main and are subsequent-

ly awarded a certification. 

There are current Certifi-

cations available in  the 

following categories: 

 

 

Esri’s Technical Certifica-

tion Program is designed 

to recognize qualified indi-

viduals who are proficient 

in best practices for using 

Esri software.  These  Cer-

tifications are awarded in 

different areas of exper-

tise at both an Associate 

and Professional level.  

They are intended to be 

used as a way for Esri soft-

ware users to benchmark 

their skills against a prov-

en level of competency.  A 

certification is awarded 

after an individual has 

taken and passed a proc-

tored 90-95 question, 

multiple-choice, computer 

based exam.  Candidates 

 ArcGIS Desktop 

10.0/10.1 (Associate 

and Professional Levels) 

 ArcGIS Desktop Devel-

oper 10.0/10.1/10.2 

(Associate Level) 

 Web Application Devel-

oper 10.0/10.1/10.2 

(Associate Level) 

 

 Enterprise Geodatabase 

Management 10.0/10.1 

(Associate and Profes-

sional Levels) 

 Enterprise System De-

sign 10.0/10.1/10.2 

(Associate Level) 

 Enterprise Administra-

tion 10.0/10.1/10.2 

(Associate Level) 

E S R I - M U G  M E M B E R S H I P  

nual fee ($25 profession-

al, $10 student) that 

would likely be collected in 

conjunction with confer-

ence or meeting registra-

tions and/or via PayPal.  A 

formal membership list 

Esri-MUG is planning to 

institute a more formal 

membership process than 

we have had in the past.  

The details are still being 

worked out, but we are 

envisioning a modest an-

will be maintained.  In re-

turn for their membership 

dues, members will re-

ceive benefits that may 

include member rates at 

Esri-MUG events, a mem-

bership certificate, news-

letters, and other infor-

mation about upcoming 

events of interest.  We will 

provide more information 

as the details are final-

ized.  

Everything is related to everything else, but near 

things are more related than distant things  

Waldo Tobler’s First Law of Geography 
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Requests for Qualifications 

requesting or requiring GISPs 

be on staff for potential con-

tractors. 

 

3.  Eight states have recog-

nized and endorsed the GISP: 

California, Montana, New 

Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, Oregon and West 

Virginia. The GISP has also 

been endorsed by the Nation-

al Association of Counties. 

 

4.  Being certified as a GISP 

benefits both applicants and 

their professional fields of 

work and study.  Surveys of 

current GISPs show that 

many have successfully lever-

aged their certifications to 

gain promotions, raises and 

better jobs.  Applicants fre-

quently seek certification 

because they are applying for 

a job that has requested a 

GISP. 

 

5.  The application appears 

complicated, but only 22 of 

the 90 pages require appli-

cant information, and about 

half of those pages can be 

completed in a minute or 

less.  Additional application 

materials include: instruction 

manual, Code of Ethics, 

R u l e s  o f  C o n d u c t . 

 

An online application will be 

available in the very near 

future that will allow appli-

cants to access and edit their 

application at anytime.    

If help is needed during the 

Sheila Wilson, GISP, execu-

tive director of the GIS Certifi-

cation Institute, and Susan 

White, GISP, who currently 

serves on GISCI’s Review and 

Outreach Committees, pro-

vide the top 10 things you 

should know about becoming 

a certified GIS professional. 

 

1.  The GIS Certification Insti-

tute (GISCI) oversees the GIS 

Professional (GISP) certifica-

tion. GISCI receives its au-

thority to administer the GISP 

certification program from 

the following five GISCI mem-

ber organizations: 

 The Association of Ameri-

can Geographers (AAG) 

 The National States Geo-

graphic Information Coun-

cil (NSGIC) 

 The University Consortium 

of Geographic Information 

Science (UCGIS) 

 The Urban and Regional 

Information Systems Asso-

ciation (URISA) 

 The Geospatial Information 

& Technology Association 

(GITA) 

 

2.  In 2012, more than 5,000 

people are active GISPs. Em-

ployers are requesting or 

requiring that their employ-

ees have their GISP or are 

working toward their GISP. 

More job ads are placed eve-

ry day looking for GISPs. Or-

ganizations are issuing Re-

quests for Proposals and 

application process, appli-

cants can contact GISCI staff 

for assistance. Certification is 

good for five years. 

 

6.  Recertification is a much 

shorter and less complicated 

process than the original 

certification.  Only five of the 

12 pages require applicant 

information and the entire 

packet can be completed in 

30 minutes to an hour.  

 

7.  Recertification requires 

that applicants achieve 60 

hours for minimum points in 

education and contributions 

to the profession over five 

years. This can be achieved 

at little or no cost with only 

one hour of education per 

month. Qualifying activities 

include: taking classes, at-

tending conferences or work-

shops, and even online webi-

nars.  Contributions to the 

profession can be achieved 

by doing presentations at 

conferences or poster 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 

 

If conference attendance is 

not feasible, applicants can 

do volunteer work. Examples 

of applicable volunteer activi-

ties include: research and 

mapping for non-profit or 

service organizations such as 

Boy Scouts, a local running 

club, a church or even an 

incorporated neighborhood 

association. In addition, ap-

plicants can be a guest lec-

turer at a local library, high 

school, college or university. 

Other ideas include organiz-

ing a GIS Day, volunteering 

on a committee for a GIS 

organization, and much 

more. 

 

8.  The GIS Certification Insti-

tute (GISCI) is moving forward 

in its development of an ex-

amination component to its 

certification process, recently 

contracting Human Re-

sources Research Organiza-

tion to assist in developing 

the exam.  The exam will be 

based on Tier 4 of Geospatial 

Technology Competency 

Model.   

 

9.  GISCI believes that people 

inherently follow a personal 

code of ethics. GISPs have 

chosen to follow a document-

ed Code of Ethics and Rules 

of Conduct. The Code and 

Rules are considered some 

of the crowning jewels of 

GISCI. GISPs are a unique 

class of people committed to 

making our world a better 

place through GIS. 

 

10.  Opportunities to help 

shape the future direction of 

GISCI and make contact with 

fellow GISPs around the 

world are available for GISPs 

who wish to serve on a varie-

ty of committees, such as the 

Outreach Committee, Review 

Committee and many other 

subgroups formed to address 

policy and training issues. 



We are on the web! 

www.esrimug.org 
Find Esri-MUG on LinkedIn and Twitter! 

U P  C O M I N G  E V E N T S  O F  I N T E R E S T  

NEARC Spring 2014 Con-

ference 

The Northeast Arc Users 

Group will hold its 2014 

Spring Conference May 

13, 2014, at the Universi-

ty of Massachusetts, Am-

herst, MA.  For more infor-

mation, visit the NEARC 

web site at http://

www.northeastarc.org. 

  

Western Maryland GIS 

User Group Meeting 

The Western Maryland GIS 

User Group is planning a 

one-day meeting 9:00 am 

– noon, May 16, 2014, at 

Hood College in Frederick, 

MD.  For more information 

or to register, visit https://

sites.google.com/site/

westernmdgis/agenda. 

A B O U T  E S R I  M U G  

 Loudoun GIS Forum 

The Loudoun GIS Forum 

will be held May 7, 2014, 

from 9 am to 3:30 pm at 

Loudoun Water, 44865 

Loudoun Water Way, Ash-

burn, VA 20147.  Cost is 

$25.00 in advance, 

$30.00 at the door. For 

more information, con-

tactLarry.Stipek@loudoun.

gov or visit 

www.locogisforum.org. 

 

Delmarva GIS Conference 

The Delmarva GIS Confer-

ence will be held May 8, 

2014, at the Heritage 

Shores Club, Bridgeville, 

DE. For more information 

or to register, visit http://

www.degis.org/. 

 

2014 PA GIS Conference 

The 2014 PA GIS Confer-

ence will be held May 5-7, 

2014, at the Penn Stater 

Conference Center Hotel, 

State College, PA.  For 

more information, visit 

http://

www.pagisconference.org/

Pages/default.aspx. 

 

Esri Southeast User Con-

ference 

The Esri Southeast User 

Conference will be held 

May 5-7, 2014, at the 

Charlotte Convention Cen-

ter, Charlotte, NC.  For 

more information or to 

register visit http://

www.esri.com/events/

southeast. 

 

MAGTUG/PennDOT 

The Mid-Atlantic Geospa-

tial Transportation User 

Group is tentatively plan-

ning a meeting for April 

14, 2014, in Harrisburg, 

PA.  For more information, 

visit http://

magtug.wordpress.com/. 

 

Esri GeoDev Meetups 

Esri will be hosting a Ge-

oDev Meetup at its Wash-

ington, D.C. office in Vien-

na, VA, on April 21, 2014, 

and at its Philadelphia 

office in Chesterbrook, PA, 

on April 23, 2014.  

Meetups run from 5:30 – 

9:00 pm. For more infor-

mation or to register, vis-

it http://www.esri.com/

events/geodev-meetups. 

The Esri Mid-Atlantic Us-

er Group (Esri-MUG) is a 

multi-disciplinary organi-

zation with a member-

ship base of users apply-

ing Geographic Infor-

mation System (GIS) 

technology and applica-

tions in both private and 

public areas.  Esri-MUG 

is committed to assisting 

members within its 

121,000 square mile 

geographical extent 

(Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

New Jersey, Maryland, 

District of Columbia, Vir-

ginia, and West Virginia) 

to identify and educate 

users regarding GIS 

trends, Esri product de-

v e l o p m e n t ,  l o c a l /

regional applications, 

and events of interest. 

 

We are receptive to part-

nerships with other or-

ganizations (both GIS as 

well as ―IS‖ oriented) at 

the formal and grass-

roots level in our effort to 

convey the uses and 

benefits of GIS.  We hold 

one (1) annual confer-

ence for all users, as well 

as ―local‖ meetings each 

year in partnership with 

Esri, our sponsoring or-

ganization. 

 

These meetings, as well 

as our web site, serve to 

bring together our mem-

bers in an interactive 

environment to see 

demonstrations of Esri 

product developments 

and demonstrate local 

applications of GIS tech-

nology. 

  

Our goal is to foster col-

laboration among all 

user entities and monitor 

industry trends to assure 

that our knowledge base 

is as current and practi-

cal as possible.  We wel-

come all interested 

members with a focus 

towards those using, or 

planning to use, Esri 

products as part of their 

overall information sys-

tem design and applica-

tion. 

 

Board of Directors meet-

ings are held via confer-

ence call the second 

Thursday of each month.  

Please join us and get 

involved.  Contact Sue 

Hoegberg at 703-849-

0419. 
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