
CCBC Offers New Programs in Geospatial Applications 
Jaime Alverez, Community College of Baltimore County 
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The Community College of Balti-
more County has developed two 
certificate programs and an As-
sociate of Applied Science de-
gree in Geospatial Applications. 
Students can take a variety of 
courses in GIS, Remote Sens-
ing, and GPS, all leading toward 
an Introductory or Advanced 
Geospatial Applications Certifi-
cate or degree in Geospatial Ap-
plications. Through agreements 
currently being negotiated with 
Towson University and the Uni-
versity of Maryland, course 
credits will easily transfer from 
CCBC. “We’re focused on work-
force development for profes-

sionals who want to gain new 
skills and students who are 
planning to enter the job mar-
ket or move on to the univer-
sity,” says program coordinator 
Scott Jeffrey. The program inte-
grates real-world, client-based 
projects designed to provide a 
solid foundation in geospatial 
technologies, and teaches skills 
in high demand by agencies and 
organizations throughout Mary-
land. For more information on 
this program, please contact 
Scott Jeffrey at 410-455-6936 
or sjeffrey@ccbcmd.edu, or 
Jaime Alvarez at 410-780-6315 
or  jalvarez@ccbcmd.edu. 

Identifying address locations for 
emergency preparedness, along 
with improving acquisition and 
access to the information, is 
mission-critical for federal, state 
and local government agencies 
throughout Maryland and the 
Nation. 

To respond to this need, MSGIC 
in cooperation with the Towson 
University Center for GIS (TU-
CGIS) and ESRI, is leading an 
initiative to coordinate distribu-
tion of road centerline address 
data for the entire State of 
Maryland. The project will coor-
dinate and build upon existing 
road centerline efforts and will 
meet the needs of federal, 
state, and local government 
agencies within Maryland. 

• Providing counties with a 
means to automatically 
share an unrefined version 
of their street centerline 
data; 

• Augmenting existing efforts 
of SHA’s federal reporting by 

(Continued on page 4) 

Statewide Addressing Initiative Is Underway 
Towson University Center for GIS 

The Partnership 

Besides MSGIC and TU-
CGIS, several Maryland govern-
ment entities have      
expressed an interest in 
participating in this coop-
erative effort, including 
the Maryland Emer-
gency Management 
Agency, the Maryland 
Departments of Natural 
Resources, Planning, and Trans-
portation, and many county 
governments across the state. 

Goals 

Project goals include: 

• Providing a unified, state-
wide road centerline that 
supports addressing needs 
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If a tree falls in a forest and no-
body is there to hear it, does it 
make a sound? If a GIS is im-
plemented in a rural county 
where there is one GIS profes-
sional, a small budget, and a 
lack of general knowledge GIS, 
can it be successful? 

Those of us pursuing careers in 
rural communities often feel like 
we’re lost in the proverbial for-
est making plenty of noise with 
nobody to hear us. We often 
feel that our challenges are 
radically different from those of 
other GIS professionals. If we 
only worked in some other 
county/state where there is a 
large department and a seem-
ingly unending flow of money, 
where GIS is taught in the 
schools creating a knowledge 
base… you know, that GIS uto-
pia we are sure exists some-
where else. 

The truth is THERE IS NO GIS 
UTOPIA. The problems rural GIS 
managers face are the same as 
those faced by GIS managers in 
metropolitan counties and cities 
across the world. The difference 
is simply a matter of scale. 

Problem #1:  Staffing 

I’m sure I'm not the only soli-
tary GIS professional providing 
work for multiple departments. 
I'm also sure that I'm not the 
only GIS professional working 
for a rural, local government 
who can add non-GIS-related 
duties to her job description.  

It is the nature of local govern-
ment that there is simply not 
enough staffing to allow the lux-
ury of specialization.  

Set more staffing as a goal and 
work toward that goal in a way 
that’s REALISTIC in the govern-
ment for which you work.  

Problem #2:  Budget 

Money, money, money. How 
does a local government with a 
small budget fund invaluable 
but expensive technology? 
Grants, grants, grants. Great, 
now we have to add grant writer 
to our job descriptions? If I 
worked in that other county/
city/state I wouldn’t have to be-
come a grant writer. The funds 
would flow freely from the pow-
ers that be because they under-
stand the need and make it one 
of their highest priorities… 
There I go again, dreaming 
about GIS utopia.  

There is no magical GIS fairy 
sprinkling GIS funds like water. 
At every level of government, 
public officials are expected to 
spend the money equitably 
across departments and fund 
projects for the betterment of 
their community.  

Sure, we feel GIS is worthy of 
consistent funding, but be rea-
sonable. Help these guys and 
gals out a little. Look for alter-
native sources and supplemen-
tation in the form of grants and 
partnership opportunities. Also 
keep in mind that you can’t ex-
pect your bosses to fund some-
thing they know nothing about. 
GIS professionals cannot hide in 
their offices with their com-
puters and expect the funds to 
come to them. Let them know 
the benefits your department, 
government, or community is 

receiving from GIS, and the ef-
forts you have made in securing 
additional funding. 

Problem #3:  What is GIS? 

Some time ago, I stopped call-
ing myself a GIS professional 
when people asked what I did. 
The blank stares were too dis-
couraging. I’d simply tell them I 
make maps on a computer, and 
they understood that. The part 
of me that is fiercely loyal to 
true GIS would cringe at calling 
myself a mere map maker. GIS 
is so much more. We’ve already 
discussed the need to keep the 
bosses well-informed about GIS, 
but does it matter if the general 
populace knows and under-
stands? Of course it does.   

Students informed and inter-
ested in pursuing a GIS career 
will be excellent future employ-
ees. GIS-savvy members of the 
public can become strong advo-
cates for maintaining and grow-
ing the system. Building GIS 
awareness is critical.  

It doesn’t need to be a daunting 
task; it can actually be one of 
the most enjoyable parts of 
your job. Take an hour out of 
your day to teach a lesson at a 
local school, participate in Ca-
reer Day, or have an open 
house for the public. Help Boy 
and Girl Scouts earn  map 
badges. Speak to local adult or-
ganizations. In other words, put 
yourself out there.  

A GIS can be successful, no 
matter what forest it resides in. 
Problems exist, but they’re not 
insurmountable or unique. GIS 
is kind of like life, it’s what you 
make it. No, you won’t create a 
GIS utopia, but you might just 
come pretty close. 

Debunking the Myth of the GIS Utopia 
Deborah Carpenter, Garrett County 
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The past year MSGIC, through 
hard work from its member-
ship, has begun initiatives that 
offer lasting value for Federal, 
State, local governments. 

The Centerline Project is 
bringing County governments 
together to share their center-
line data with the State High-
way Administration.  With the 
help of ESRI’s software grants, 
this data can be shared 
throughout State and Federal 
agencies and have value 
added in return to the origina-
tor of the Centerline Road 
data. 

MSGIC’s most recent project is 
the Maryland Statewide Ad-
dressing Initiative, which will 
add the value of Statewide 
Geo-coding to the Centerline 
Project for the State. 

MSGIC was able to pool re-
sources to have the entire 
state flown in 6” pixel color 
ortho imagery.  Due to the 
hard work of several volun-
teers, the statewide orthopho-
tography will be available for 
public use and local entities 
can to “buy up” on additional 
collection options. 

Under the new leadership of 
Marshall Stevenson III, Chair 
and Ken Miller, Chair-elect, 
the MSGIC organization is 
ready to continue to bring new 
ground breaking initiatives to 
the GIS community in Mary-
land. 

- Jeff Edgin 
St.Mary’s County 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE  

OUTGOING CHAIR 

Southern Maryland Plans New Users Group  

Plans are underway for the 
creation of a Users Group to 
serve the Southern Maryland 
region including Calvert, Charles 
and St, Mary’s counties. 

Regional emergency and trans-
portation planning needs are 
already producing collaboration 
between GIS staff within the 
local governments and state 
agencies.  Local government 
interaction with the commercial 
surveying, development and 

engineering is also rapidly in-
creasing. 

A primary goal for the group is 
to bring the government and 
commercial GIS communities 
together to share ideas, infor-
mation and build partnerships. 

If you’re interested in becoming 
a member of the new Southern 
Maryland Users Group contact 
Jeff Edgin, Jeff.Edgin@co.saint-
marys.md.us, or Kathleen O’Brien, 
obrienkm@co.cal.md.us. 

A First Edition—And Call for Articles 
You’re reading the first of what 
will be many MSGIC quarterly 
newsletters—as long as we can 
count on some help from our 
members! 

Over the past few years MSGIC 
has accomplished some amaz-
ing feats—like projects including 
statewide orthophotography, 
statewide centerlines, statewide 
addressing, outreach and more.  
It’s time MSGIC started high-
lighting some of it’s accomplish-
ments in print. 

Geospatial Maryland is about 
more than just statewide ef-
forts.  It’s also a forum for 

MSGIC members to share initia-
tives, accomplishments and 
ideas. It’s a chance to promote 
the variety and excellence of 
GIS across Maryland. 

All of it depends on you, how-
ever.  Making Geospatial 
Maryland interesting, informa-
tive and uniquely ours will take 
the participation of our mem-
bers.  Plan to submit an article 
for future editions of the news-
letter.   

For more information or to sub-
mit an article contact Kathleen  
O’Brien at 410-535-1600 ext. 
2307 or obrienkm@co.cal.md.us 

MSGIC Fall Meeting Scheduled Presentations 
Road Centerline and Ad-
dressing Project with KCI 
Technologies, Inc.— Frederick 
County Enterprise GIS/KCI 
Technologies.   

Over time, various agencies in 
Frederick County, have devel-
oped their own address and 
centerline databases.  Refining 
this complex workflow is a ne-
cessity for critical operations 
such as E-911.   Frederick 
County  has contracted KCI 
technologies help design, de-
velop and implement a solution 
to resolve this growing issue.  

SpiresGIS: Disseminating 

Information at the Local 

Level— Matt Bowman, City of 

Frederick 

Working with SpiresGIS, the 
City of Frederick has tailored its 
services to meet the needs and 
interests of citizens, staff, and 
consultants at the local level. A 
brief demonstration of Spires-
GIS services will show easy 
ways GIS departments can pro-
vide important information to 
concerned parties. 



Page 4 S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 7  

 
 
 
 

Chair 
Marshall Stevenson 

mstevenson@fredco-md.net 
 

Chair Elect 
Ken Miller 

kenmiller@dnr.state.md.us 
 

Past Chair 
Jeff Edgin 

Jeff.Edgin@co.saint-marys.md.us 
 

Secretary 
Virginia Peterman 

vpeterman@howardcountymd.gov 
 

Data & Resource Subcommittee 
Jason Mielke 

Jason.mielke@sage-mgt.net 
 

Outreach & Education Subcommittee 
Kevin Boone 

kboone@dnr.state.md.us 
 

Education Caucus 
Matthew Felton 

mfelton@towson.edu 
 

Local Government Caucus 
Caroline Gaulke 

ITGAUL90@aacounty.org 
 

Robert Slivinsky Jr. 
rslivinsky@howardcountymd.gov 

 

Regional Council Caucus 
Charlene Howard 

charlene@mwcog.org 
 

Brad Spittel 
bspittel@baltometro.org 

 

State Government Caucus 
Lindsay Major 

lmajor@gov.state.md.us 
 

Michael Stranovsky 

mstranovsky@mdp.state.md.us 
 

Federal Government Caucus 
Roger Barlow 

rbarlow@usgs.gov 
 

Private Sector Caucus 
Alison Rice 

arice@esri.com 
 

Newsletter 
Kathleen O’Brien 

obrienkm@co.cal.md.us 
 
 

www.msgic.state.md.us 

October 

10 MSGIC Exec. Committee       
 Ellicott City 

17 MSGIC Quarterly Meeting   
 Frederick County Sheriff’s 
 Office 

18-20 Maryland Municipal League 
 Fall Conference                
 Greenbelt 
 

November 

20 Metro-Washington COG-GIS
 Washington, DC 

27-29 ESRI-MUG Conference
 Philadelphia, PA 

28 Central MD User Group 
 Community College of     
 Baltimore Co., Catonsville 

 

COMING REGIONAL EVENTS 

2008 

MSGIC Quarterly Meeting             
 January 16                            
 Howard Co. Comm. College 

Metro-Washington COG-GIS
 January 15       
 Washington, DC 

Maryland Association of Counties  
 Winter Conference     
  January 2-4                   
 Dorchester County 

ESRI Federal User Conference
 Washington, DC            
 February 20-22 

TUGIS Annual Conference      
 Towson   
 March 18– 19  

MSGIC Quarterly Meeting           
 April 18                        
 Salisbury University 

improving data access via a 
centralized distribution 
node; 

• Advancing ESRI’s mission in 
demonstrating the data syn-
chronization capabilities of 
ArcGIS Server 9.2; and 

• Increasing the efficiency of 
statewide highway incident 
reporting. 

Challenges 

Issues to be resolved include: 

• Several Maryland counties 
do maintain address infor-
mation in various formats; 

• Creating a uniform database 
schema that meets the 
needs of all principal stake-
holders; 

• Establishment of a sustain-
able funding source for 
maintenance and distribu-
tion. 

Benefits 

Benefits include: 

Addressing Initiative 
Continued From Page 1 

• Enhanced 911 service; 

• Consistent, statewide prod-
uct;  

• Seamless coverage; 

• A product that has under-
gone quality control inspec-
tion; 

• Eliminating the need for 
manual data exchange; 

• Provide central, secure unre-
stricted access to the most 
current centerline data for 
emergency preparedness 
and response. 

• Save lives, reduce costs and 
make government more ef-
fective and efficient. 

Project Timeline 

The project was piloted between 
July and September in Anne 
Arundel, Baltimore, Howard, 
Frederick, Harford, Montgomery 
County and St. Mary’s counties. 

A statewide rollout to other 
counties is slated to begin in 
October. 


