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What is a Geographic Alliance?

• An organization to encourage, support,
and promote geographic education

 
• A partnership between university

faculty and K-12 teachers that connects
educators with one another

 
• A network that facilitates professional

development programs and educational
innovation at the state and local level

 
• A part of a larger system of alliances

(the National Geographic Network of
Alliances for Geographic Education)

 



What does a Geographic Alliance do?

• Develop and maintain a community
committed to geographic education
throughout the state

 
• Collaborate on events with its host

institution (Towson University)
 
• Support geography education through

policy work
 
• Increase professional and public

awareness about geography education
 



Who should join a Geographic Alliance?

•Educators
•Parents,
Guardians,
Mentors

•Students
•Academic

Anyone interested in
promoting geographic
education!



The Maryland Geographic Alliance

deepcreeklakeproperty.com baltimore.org

annapolis.org ocvisitor.org



  

The Maryland Geographic Alliance

• Founded in 1989
 
• Professional development programs

and teacher trainings
Over the past eight years, 7000 teachers
have participated in MGA programs
 

• Development of geographical
classroom materials

 
• Involvement in curricular/assessment

initiatives with the Maryland State
Dept. of Education



Towson University: Home to the Maryland
Geographic Alliance



Towson University: Home to the Maryland
Geographic Alliance

• Towson has hosted the alliance for only a
few months

 
• Since that time, we have:

• Launched a website

• Created a Facebook page

• Put together a steering committee

 
• Center for GIS
 
• TUgis



Recent Projects and Programs

• Baltimore Kids
Neighborhood Mapping
Project Workshop

 
• BioBlitz

• Belmont Manor and
Historic Park

• Masonville Cove

 
 



Current Endeavors

• State Giant Traveling Map Initiative
 
• Support for community

activities/meetings
 
• Leadership Development
 
• “Impact Initiatives”
 



Impact Initiatives

• BioBlitz (Environmental Literacy)
 
• Advanced Placement Human Geography
 
• Middle School World Cultures
 
• Geospatial Technologies
 
• Geographic Student Impact Studies



Focus on Geospatial Technologies

 
 

• GIS Workshop for school teachers
 
• Sponsor teachers attending T3G
 
• Maryland Geographic Alliance as an

exhibitor at GIS events
 



Final Thoughts

• Supporting educators should be a top priority
 
• A diverse community of members should be involved
 
• Alliance initiatives should embrace all realms of geography
 
 



Visit our Website
 

Like us on Facebook

mdgeoraphy.org facebook.com/MDGeography

Contact us

mdgeography@gmail.com


