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What? Geographic Names

Who? U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN)

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)

Maryland Geographic Names Authority

Local communities

Where? From local to international

Why? Name standardization

Used by Federal, State, Local jurisdictions and the Public

How? Principles, Policies and Procedures



History of the BGN

• 1890 - President Benjamin Harrison signed Executive Order establishing the Board

• Surge of exploration, mining, and settlement of western territories after the 

American Civil War

• Geographic names became a serious problem to surveyors, map makers, and 

scientists

• Decisions of the Board were accepted as binding by all departments and agencies 

of the Federal Government

• Made up of representatives of Federal agencies concerned with geographic 

information, population, ecology, and management of public lands

• 1947 - The Board was recreated by Congress in Public Law 80-242

• Expanded to include foreign names and other areas of interest to the United 

States that accelerated during World War II

• Geographic features standardized:

• Domestic Names

• Foreign Names

• Antarctic Names

• Undersea Features

Serves as the central authority to which names can be directed

























Check names at the local level

State - GIS websites, MD iMap

Local Jurisdictions - County GIS, County GIS Data



Submit a Name Proposal to the BGN 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/index.html

















1. Submit name proposal to the BGN

2. BGN staff will make sure the proposal is complete

3. Local representatives and land owners will be contacted

4. Federal representatives will be contacted (if applicable)

5. Maryland Geographic Names Authority will be contacted

6. Maryland Geographic Names Authority will meet with the MSGIC executive committee to discuss 

the proposal and ask for input from state representatives

7. Maryland Geographic Names Authority will decide based on all the information what 

recommendation is given to the BGN

8. BGN will review proposal and vote on name

9. If the name is approved, the name is entered in the GNIS for use by Federal, State and Local 

agencies

Maryland Geographic Names proposal process



Commemorative names

BGN will only accept proposals that 

are intended to honor a person(s) 

deceased at least five years.  BGN will 

disapprove names that could be 

construed to honor living persons.

Person being honored should have 

had either some direct or long-term 

association with the feature, or have 

made a significant contribution to 

the area, community, or State in 

which it is located





Recent names in Maryland

Rams Creek, Harford County, July 2017 BGN approval

Named for the mascot of the nearby 

Edgewood Middle and High School.  

This gives students more ownership 
of the ecosystem they are impacting 
and studying.  Current students have 
been submitting stream data to DNR 
through the Explore and Restore 
Maryland Stream Grants.  Naming the 
creek will give students a lasting 
memory and connection that will 
permeate a sense of responsibility for 
caring for the ecosystems within their 
community. – Kristie Smith, Science 

Teacher



Recent names in Maryland

Clowder Creek, Frederick County, March 2016 BGN approval

The name recognizes the historic role of 

working cats in the agriculture of the area. 

Each barn, granary, and mill typically had a 

resident clowder (group of cats) responsible 

for keeping the premises rodent free.
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Questions?



Jennifer Chadwick-Moore 
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Maryland Department of Planning
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