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Primary Research Objectives

• How were these landscapes of segregation produced?
• What are the on-going impacts/effects?
• What can we do about it?











Representative language used to describe A-rated neighborhoods:



Representative language used to describe redlined neighborhoods:
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Ridley Place

Newport News, VA
Constructed: 1954
Current Status:

Slated for demolition & redevelopment

Young Terrace

Norfolk, VA
Constructed: 1953
Current Status:

Slated for demolition & redevelopment



Levittown, NY

Levittown, Long Island
Constructed: 1947
Still exists today







Block-busting

Discriminatory Zoning

Contract Lending

Racial Violence

Racial Steering

Modern-Day Redlining

Highway Construction



Primary Research Objectives

• What are the on-going impacts/effects?

Macro/Structural
I. Economic
II. Education
III. Environment & Human Health

Individual/Embodied
How can we better understand the human
experience of living in racially segregated
neighborhoods in the present day?



Read these and all the other stories we’ve collected at www.livingtogetherlivingapart.com



Participant-Directed Photography



“Busing kids to other schools just makes kids tired, and students in other schools don’t
understand that there’s a reason why, you know, Tashawna is quiet, or her clothes
don’t look the same. Teachers in other places don’t get that. Maybe she had to be up
because she had to babysit her kids, well not her kids, but her brother and sister’s
kids. Mom got to go to work. That’s the reality of living downtown.“

Dr. Johnny Finn, Department of Sociology, Social Work, & Anthropology, Christopher Newport University         |         www.livingtogetherlivingapart.com |         Twitter: @johnnyfinn1

C a m e r a  # 3 ,  N e w p o r t  N e w s ,  V A



Camera #49, Norfolk, VA

“This is one of the few times I remember having some enjoyment. Which was kind of
ironic, it’s right beside the Anthony Center, right next door where we ended up. […]
And the Berkeley center was significant because they served lunch. Sometimes that
was the only time we could eat.”

C a m e r a  # 4 9 ,  N o r f o l k ,  V A



“That day was kind of emotional for me… I’ve been to court quite a few times for
different things, you know for car accidents and what not. But to go to be like ‘Okay,
well you’re getting evicted, so you either have to pay or you have to get out.’ It was
important to me that day.”

Dr. Johnny Finn, Department of Sociology, Social Work, & Anthropology, Christopher Newport University         |         www.livingtogetherlivingapart.com |         Twitter: @johnnyfinn1

C a m e r a  # 3 ,  N e w p o r t  N e w s ,  V A



Camera #27, Norfolk, VA

“Our son was was actually shot on this street. I remember them calling me and he was
laying out in the street. I remember it was like yesterday… When I went to take a
picture of it, it was a shooting that had just occurred. One person was dead.”

C a m e r a  # 4 7 ,  N o r f o l k ,  V A



President Johnson signs the Fair Housing Act on April 11, 1968

Protestors march for fair housing
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Race/Ethnicity (2019) Overlaid with 1940 Redlined Areas
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Median Home Value (2019) Overlaid with 1940 Redlined Areas
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Tree Canopy (2011) Overlaid with 1940 Redlined Areas

Formerly redlined neighborhoods have more impervious surfaces and less tree canopy than 
neighborhoods that were not redlined. In Hampton Roads, redlined neighborhoods are about 5.5°F 

hotter on summer  days than neighborhoods that received the highest rating (Hoffman et al., 2020).
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Impervious Surfaces (2019) Overlaid with 1940 Redlined Areas

Formerly redlined neighborhoods have more impervious surfaces and less tree canopy than 
neighborhoods that were not redlined. In Hampton Roads, redlined neighborhoods are about 5.5°F 

hotter on summer  days than neighborhoods that received the highest rating (Hoffman et al., 2020).

D-Rated
Neighborhoods

A and B-Rated
Neighborhoods



Summer Temperature Overlaid with 1940 Redlined Areas

Formerly redlined neighborhoods have more impervious surfaces and less tree canopy than 
neighborhoods that were not redlined. In Hampton Roads, redlined neighborhoods are about 5.5°F 

hotter on summer  days than neighborhoods that received the highest rating (Hoffman et al., 2020).
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Metro Area
Within 1 mi of

TRI Site
Total Population 1,685,496 192,221

% White 55% 37%
% African American 30% 49%

% Hispanic/Latino 7% 7%
% Below Poverty 11% 16%

% SNAP 10% 16%
% Uninsured 9% 11%

Median Family Income $69,303 $54,828

Race, Toxic Release Sites, and Redlined Neighborhoods

29 distinct
TRI sites

20 distinct TRI sites
Percent African 

American

EPA Toxic 
Release Sites



Race, Interstate Highways, and Redlined Neighborhoods
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Race, Interstate Highways, and Redlined Neighborhoods

Metro Area
Within 0.5 km 
of Interstate

Total Population 1,685,496 143,095
% White 55% 35%

% African American 30% 50%
% Hispanic/Latino 7% 9%

% Below Poverty 11% 16%
% SNAP 10% 17%

% Uninsured 9% 12%
Median Family Income $69,303 $49,718

Percent African 
American

Interstate 
Highways



Food Deserts and Redlined Neighborhoods
Metro 
Area

Food Desert 
Neighborhoods

Total Population 1,685,496 188,691
% White 55% 26%

% African American 30% 61%
% Hispanic/Latino 7% 7%

% Below Poverty 11% 35%
% SNAP 10% 27%

% Uninsured 9% 13%
Median Family Income $69,303 $38,852

Percent Below 
Poverty

Full Service 
Grocery Store



Across Virginia, Life Expectancy is, on average, about 7 years lower in neighborhoods that 
were redlined compared to areas that received the highest rating.

Life Expectancy (2015) Overlaid with 1940 Redlined Neighborhoods

Life Expectancy 
at Birth (years)



Life Expectancy 
at Birth (years)



Life 
Expectancy:
85 Years

Life 
Expectancy:
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Life Expectancy 
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Primary Research Objectives

• What can we do about it?



What can we do? 

1. Centering Race

2. Actions
• Integrate neighborhoods
• Close the racial wealth gap
•Mitigate environmental & health 

impacts

3. Challenges to Action
• Law
•Discrimination
•NIMBYism



What can we do? 

1. Centering Race

2. Actions
• Integrate neighborhoods
• Close the racial wealth gap
•Mitigate environmental & health 

impacts



What can we do? 

1. Centering Race

2. Actions
• Integrate neighborhoods
• Close the racial wealth gap
•Mitigate environmental & health 

impacts

End/Reform Single 
Family Zoning
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1. Centering Race

2. Actions
• Integrate neighborhoods
• Close the racial wealth gap
•Mitigate environmental & health 

impacts

Ban Source-of-Income 
Discrimination
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What can we do? 

1. Centering Race

2. Actions
• Close the racial wealth gap
•Mitigate environmental & health 

impacts

Down Payment & 
Mortgage Assistance
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impacts



What can we do? 
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2. Actions

•Mitigate environmental & health 
impacts

Remove “Racist 
Highways”



What can we do? 

1. Centering Race

2. Actions

•Mitigate environmental & health 
impacts

Remove “Racist 
Highways”
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30% White
57% African American 57% White

42% African American

22% White
77% African American

1970
Percent Black/

African American



What can we do? 

1. Centering Race

2. Actions

•Mitigate environmental & health 
impacts

Build Greener Cities
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What can we do about it? 
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